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As Trauma Coordinator, you probably thought you were responsible for “something” 
but not “everything”.  Well, think again!  Some of the larger facilities will have 
identified an Injury Prevention Coordinator who will work with your on Injury 
Prevention activities and Community Outreach, but for many smaller facilities this will 
be you!  There are probably people within your facility that already perform some 
educational functions associated with injury prevention.  For instance, there may 
already be something in place for car seat use, fire and poisoning safety and fall 
prevention.. 
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Use the registry to identify the most prevalent types and trends of injuries for your 
area/community.  Are falls or motor vehicle crashes most common?  Does your 
community have a lot of ATV crashes involving children?  Are patients hospitalized 
after falls becoming more prevalent? Are accidental near-drownings increasing?  Are  
horse-related injuries a local issues? How many patients involved in bicycle crashes 
are not wearing helmets? Do local people use seatbelts regularly? Is alcohol a factor 
in local injuries? 
Your trauma registry should be able to assist you in identifying your local trends, 
issues and occurrences, so you can determine where to put you time, energy and 
best efforts for injury prevention and reduction. Collector users can run helpful 
reports. Paper users can request reports from our Central Trauma Registry. Graphs 
may help to visually illustrate the issues. 
This is  your data and it needs to work for you! 
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 Graphs CAN work well to visually illustrate the issues. For instance: Motor Vehicle 
Crashes are still the most prevalent mechanism of injury, but falls are increasing as we 
all age in this state (and every minute, thankyouverymuch). National statistics are 
also reflecting these trends. 
This graph configuration works well to illustrate proportional trends 
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 Graphs may help to visually illustrate the issues. Here’s another example of the 
effective use of the bar graph. 
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Relational comparisons can also be effectively graphed. 
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However, NOT EVERYTHING translates well into “illustration by graph”. Graphs need 
to illustrate information clearly and meaningfully. Avoid the temptation to GRAPH 
EVERYTHING. 



What types of injury prevention activities are already active in your community?  Can 
you participate in them or offer something additional based on what you’ve 
identified? 
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This pictures shows proper baby seat installation and positioning. 
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This is an example of child safety seats 
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This is an example of bicycle safety using helmets with children. 
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Skate boarding also should have protective safety equipment.  Helmets, and pads. 
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Traumatic brain injuries not only effect the individual but family and friends as well.  
What are some of the warning signs of TBI and what can we do as members of our 
communities to help these individuals to return to their previous level of function 
(and not incur additional brain injury?) 
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This is an example of a poster illustrating a mild brain injury & frontal brain contusion. 
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